WEST OXFORDSHIRE
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Tuesday, 4 November 2025

Tel: 01993 861000
e-mail: democratic.services@westoxon.gov.uk

COUNCIL

You are summoned to a meeting of the Council which will be held in Council Chamber, Council
Offices, Woodgreen, Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 INB on Wednesday, 12 November 2025 at 2.00
pm.

Giles Hughes
Chief Executive

To: Members of the Council

Councillors: Andrew Coles (Chair), Carl Rylett (Vice-Chair), Elizabeth Poskitt, Joy Aitman, Lidia
Arciszewska, Thomas Ashby, Hugo Ashton, Mike Baggaley, Andrew Beaney, Michael
Brooker, Adam Clements, David Cooper, Julian Cooper, Sandra Cosier, Steve Cosier,
Rachel Crouch, Jane Doughty, Genny Early, Duncan Enright, Roger Faulkner, Phil
Godfrey, Andy Goodwin, Andy Graham, David Jackson, Edward James, Natalie King,
Liz Leffman, Nick Leverton, Dan Levy, Andrew Lyon, Paul Marsh, Martin McBride,
Stuart McCarroll, Michele Mead, David Melvin, Rosie Pearson, Andrew Prosser, Nigel
Ridpath, Geoff Saul, Sandra Simpson, Alaric Smith, Ruth Smith, Tim Sumner, Sarah
Veasey, Liam Walker, Mark Walker, Adrian Walsh, Alex Wilson and Alistair Wray

Recording of Proceedings — The law allows the public proceedings of Council, Executive, and
Committee Meetings to be recorded, which includes filming as well as audio-recording.
Photography is also permitted. By participating in this meeting, you are consenting to be filmed.

As a matter of courtesy, if you intend to record any part of the proceedings please let the
Democratic Services officers know prior to the start of the meeting.
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(END)

AGENDA

Apologies for Absence
To receive any apologies for absence.

Declarations of Interest
To receive any declarations from Members of Council on any items to be considered at
the meeting.

Participation of the Public
To receive any submissions from members of the public, in accordance with the
Council’s Public Participation Rules.

The deadline for submission is 2.00pm, two clear working days before the meeting.

Local Government Reorganisation (Pages 3 - 418)

Purpose

To provide the full proposals for the three unitary models covering the entire existing
boundary of all Oxfordshire Councils and West Berkshire Council in response to the
Government’s formal invitation on the 5th February 2025.

Recommendations
That Full Council:

I.  Note that since the statutory invitation to all councils in two tier areas, significant
work has been undertaken by all Oxfordshire Councils and that West
Oxfordshire and Cherwell District Councils’ officers have engaged with officers
across Oxfordshire and West Berkshire.

2. Considers and presents views to the Executive on the submission of a full
proposal for a two unitary model based on one new unitary council covering the
entire existing boundaries of West Oxfordshire and Cherwell District Councils
and Oxford City Council, with a working title of ‘Oxford & Shires’ and a second
new unitary covering the entire existing boundaries of South Oxfordshire and
Vale of White Horse District Councils and West Berkshire Council, with the
working title of ‘Ridgeway’

3. Note that two other proposals will be submitted, one proposed by Oxfordshire
County Council covering the Oxfordshire area and one from Oxford City
Council covering the Oxfordshire and West Berkshire area.

4. Note that Cherwell District Council, South Oxfordshire District Council, Vale of
White Horse District Council and West Oxfordshire District Council will jointly
submit the full proposal directly to Government in line with the Oxfordshire
invitation letter.
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